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No. : 


CODE SECRET charged to : • Embassy ; V‘ 

PHIORITI 
PROM COLLINS 

i ... . . 

3tnt Departmen t r ota Pari s / 

fart I, 

. - ✓ * 

1. I callsd on General Ely at 1230 Mar 31, Ely reviewed ' 

•vents since* meeting of Mar 30 and said at 1630 yesterday Diem. 

. . ’ . . . . 
summoned Wintrebert and asked him to have Ely name General Gambles 

as mediator between the Binh Zuyen and government, Ely said he . 

did so and as result truce had been reached which he thought would 

last 48 hours* 

2* Diem asked Ely to help in working out reduction . of Binh 
Zuyeh forces in Saigon police posts* Ely commented to as that 
^Binh Zuyen personnel were in fact in the process of being Educed 
^|in these posts even before Diem's request reached him, . 
f 3* Ely then said Do had called morning 31st and informed 
^him that during conversation with Diem earlier, latter had been 
very abrupt. Accordingly, Do* s resignation still stands but rpr 

• ' ■ ■ u - 1 ,- *V • . . ^ m ? , , * b ■ k 

mains inmispense, 1 commented X regarded. the situation as most 
^ serious and stated I believed if Do and his group did resign 
government could not last very long, . a 

03 Eiy if .my suggestion that HatlonalSurete 




building be isolate dad been studied, Qeneral JLy replied it had 

• , • 1 ,+i % • 

ba«n investigated but it was found it would not yat be practical 
to cut off utilities to that building, 1 than suggastad perhaps 
communications to this hq could ba cut. Sly replied that Binh 
Xuyen, occupying strategic positions outside city, would probably 
reaot by cutting much of Saigon* 8 communications with outside world* 
5. I then said I believed we oust accept principle that Dies 
relieve Sang and that this would be less dangerous if new chief 
were temporarily established in a new surete hq perhaps in coanlssar- 
Oh Boulevard Oallieni, Ely stated he agreed Sang should be re* 
lieved but felt this was not the proper tine. He feared that if 
Sang is relieved now it will only increase tension, I suggested 
Ely inform Diem that, when Sang can be replaced without risk, Ely 
Wr .will establish necessary communications for new chief of surete 




perate someplace other than the present surete building* Ely 
he would do this* 

6, Ely then stated he felt we must continue support Diem not 


(/ only for well-known international political' reasons but because {£ \ 

within country his departure might have effect oausing rupture be* 
tween Oentral and South Viet Ham, However, he said, diem must be 
persuaded to be more ooncilliatory and enlarge government, other* 
wise the country would beoomc enmeshed in civil war. As possible 
solution to current situation, Sly suggested that Diem give Do the 
mission of contacting all political sectors of society to deter* 
mine how beet to arrive at sueh enlargement of govt* He feeis that 
this offers best possibility for getting Diem to etrengthen cabinet, 

I said I would consider proposal and discuss with him later* 










?• Sly said he was awars of rsports that Dim night resign 
and taka blast at US and Francs, Hs added that Die* would also do 
doubt try to drive wedge between France and U,S, 

6, In course of conversation Ely stated foroefully he In* 
tended establish and naintain order and prevent civil war even if 
that involved putting Diem ’.under arrest. 

Part XI* 

1, I called on Sien 1700 Mar 31 at his invitation* He told 
ne he had received two telegrams fron Bao Dai, one in clear and 
one in code, referring to armed conflict night 29/30, expressing 
grave concern and saying no previous government had permitted armed 
clash between Vietnamese leading; to bloodshed. Last sentence of 

coded message ^said Bao Dai would be waiting for Indication of Dlea*s 

* « 

"intentions," I asked Diem what this meant. He said he didn*t 
know, perhaps Bao Dai was asking whether he Intended wage war on 
sects, (Col. Lansdale, who had been at Palaoe all morning, said 
that brother Luyen had said this meant Bao Dai was asking Diem if 
Diem would resign,) He said he believed Bao Dai thought Vietnamese 
Army was responsible for starting oonflloW (This is becoming 
official Frenoh line,) He said that purpose of his inviting me to 
call was to ask if I would agree senp telegram to Bao Dai. explaining 
present situation and saying Government has affair well in hand* I 
said that 1 had reported fully to my Government my belief that 
Binh luyen in fact warm responsible for confllot but I Could not 

agree to act as intermediary between him and Bao Dao," However,* I 

1 

said I would see what I could do, (If Dept approves I suggest 
Embassy Paris be instructed to brief Imperial Cabinet represents* 
tl,„ P»ri., on b..i. n 
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. , 2 * ““ Ca0 m «W «aonj Mot., .. th .. 

;; ^ * *•* * - «Pir - * 4 th to .. t 

-^^p rt Mipa.x.»« Woons . pt#f .^ 

Dai ministers, he said, had rtsicmd i« 

, * rfaignta m order pax-ait complete 

•ooularlMtloa or 0, o B.i aiUtaty .ad poUtloal Ml 

I" * atth hi. collaaguo. 

«i«* Oa» Dal fore, for mention into Hatton.! An*. 

.. J 

aet ng quality of any such agreement* 

h. h l\ V~ '**" h * ,,t0<Xl Klth Tr “ T “ »»• H. Mid 

of .\vT T 00 t0 Cil1 thl * D ° m ■>» Ur t .oo p 

* P tl °* 1 ,u ”* lOT ««» «•» a*,d hi > to aubalt la 

”TlaTi r Ml " 1 ** k,d lf «- ■« aini.tara 

had b Tv! e0 ”™ mt ’ “* ** — 'hat r.,l*».tlo». 

.t rr 0917 to w * b - *- * «*»., 

1 warn,d °i«n that if D 0 and his a * fi nMof.. , _ _ 

associates left (forertiaent it /£&*• 

VrtiV* 4 ^ fl<mlt f ° r hi “ t0 °° ntlnue &a *«». (Do had in. 
l°"‘d “ »• «• .tin oppo.ad.to th. a.. Of for,. la daalln^ 

T •* ct * *• — •«. or ,»ra.., 1 urgod 2 

bara coaplata Cablet dl.ca..i, a b . for . h , ^ ^ 

“d “* ‘ P^tlo.! aolutloa la a«t wa.h or' toa da r .. Jr 

“ d * 6,rBiM<1 ° n * 1U ^ oporatloa. h. MuXd rtad a. Praaoh • 
epport uid probably llttl* National Arajr aupport, 

* U<1 th “ h * “* t Wr ft aaw blood la hi. Cablet 
.nd d.lagat. authority to .oapataa, ^al.«.r., Otharwl.. th.ro ... 

*"**r ° f lmln * nt ooll *P« or Oor.rna.at, X told Oloa that int 

10d AMtrali “ «Pr...a«.»lT.. a. ..U a. dl, rtth 

m in this regard. Diem said. thatJia-4«fc«M^ * . 

to his • 




Government "now that iut 

"• hM d “*‘ with C.o fcj J * TniM,i hU * h 1 

•tUl opposed hi,, j ^ “ M ‘° 

political frant o *° 7a ah#<d quickly- on 

-u h. was proposing t, IS 7 ?“*“ * 
t0nl ^ t rarlou. clrcl., * * P ° Utl0,a aoatM *• 

« n.w cabinet, I «*,< „ h . * h * P0,,1M11U « 

corernaaht *» of „ Ub , r ^ ^ t0 *«<> Ms 
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Major polieiea, saying that uni *“"** fully on aU 
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— in particular° Iranian oT^ ■“ U “ ““ * * 

rn „ K . • '■ Tan Uo t fro take political 
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5 . 1 told hln I thought soots would never agree to «• 
wrtlclpation In goy.rnn.nt and artad hl« IP h ' "“** 

establishing soma sort of councU o, adars wllutT' ' 0 "' ld * r 

»>« ~wk„ W. '■ ”*»• •” - 

• Waa indicated that he was still m»ki i 

branch had not all„^ hU .tot, H.tionrt PoUcI HoT^ ^ 

Saiaon h. roiie * Hq in central 

“** 00 * ne auttered MM ** 

frustrated in hie plans f hi ^ ***** ** *** ^ UCh lon **f 
w ms Plans for dsUlng with Slnh Xurm h . -»u,a ’ , 

and writ, a "whit, papar," «yan h. would rastgn 






Part III* 

I mat with Tran Van Do lata night 31 March and t61d him of 

conversation with President, Ha indicated that while ha had left 

• * 

hla resignation and thosa of his eollaagues with President, they 
would remain in govt unless President took some drastic notion 
that might lead to civil war* He agreed to undertake with help of 
Embassy staff officer to draft plan for reorganisation of govt 
and to suggest list -of new cabinet ministers for submission to 
Diem, He will consult with President about this morning 1 April* 
(We hope some good may have come of this, but still are somewhat 

t 

skeptical of Diem* a acceptance of idea*) 
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